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Dear George

By the last mail I Ressived yours of the ilth ulte-~ Im
which you Say that South Carslins will Seceds and that all the
Cotton Btates will follew sn or before the 4ih Mareh next- Yeu
then Say *If ¢they de,what ceurse will you pureus? I would like
an answer 6 this guestien and if you will be governad by
circumsimoees,tell me what they are.” Yeu being am officer of the
Arny I am particularly to hsar frem yeu what oeures you will
pursud in onse of a Sgcessien of the Seuthern States.”

Your questions are Se Ceomprehensive that,in erder,te
give you & cleayr ides of xy views sud intentions,ts Bimie my
eenviotions, inclinations and intentions Semewhat in detall-

In the first place I have ne Sympathy with Sectienal
parties Horth or South- the Abelitien and Secession parties are
the mutual growth of eash ether,yot I eamnst but scimowledge thals
the Seuth has just eause of complaint, The Nerth has elected
Lincoln upon a Seotienal issue- upen a Sectional platfom-pledged
te carry out Sewards Yirvepressible conflict® and have nullified
the laswe of Cengress-enacted to protest Seuthmren Highta- have
made war upoen the interests and domestic imnstitutions of the
Slave States- All this I do znet comsidery Sufficisnt cause forx
Rebellion~ for Such is Secespion- until we Seek Redress and
protection by legal means and within the Union-Sscessisn Should
be the Ultime Ratie gentium,Rebellien agrinat tyranny I eon-
sider justified by Duty, ~when all other means ¢f Redress have
been tried. I belleve we san get Redrese witkin the Unien- Let -
ug demand it legally dut earnestly and onitedly-if we falil we
can apneal to the God of battles«fesling justified baforve God
anéd having the Sympethiss of the civilised Werld, Until we
make that appeal it is my duty ss aa officer of the Arxy and as
@& citizen of the United Btates te be leyal te the genl govern-
mont and te obey ali legml and preper ovders- Farther- Lineeln
nae veen censtitutivnly elected the President of the Unien-it is
sur duty 4o See him inaugerated- the Bouih Should insist upen

this- Should he vislate his oath of offiee insist upon hie being -

runished- Should he use his power te oppress the Ssulh-though
constitutienly we ars sbweived frem cur allegiance and Rebellien
beoomes a SacrTed duty Should we fail in getting Redress, ¥While
we Show ourselves a .aw-abiding pesple-we Should unitedly demand
Redress- we would get it~ We have in the free Etates mere adn~
servative voters than all the votes of the Siave Btatss- You may
a8k hew wa are o preesed~ I leave that ¢ wider and mere gxper-
ienced heads than mineé- I prefer & convention te smend the Con-
stitution. Virginie,Xsntucky snd Tannessee- the three grest
censerrative States of the Unien Should call tegether their
legislatures and ect in concert to Save the Unien snd protest
avery section from oppression~ if necesssry let ithem do this :
armad to the teath. .
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ALl my Bleed are Seuth- My heme is Sowthe My futerests ané
inelinstions are South- I believs that Klavery inm a blessing ¢
ihe Fegro yet I Should be Serxzy te S9s a Sgpawrnts Republis setab.
i1ished wupon e ®ole idea of Negre Sisvery. Temnessas i Y
home wnd never weuld 1 drsw my Bwerd sgein®t her- When She is
defending her Righis- Beener would I Retorz my sommission 49 the
Presidenti ang Hetire $¢ =y Meuntair homes sad laber for my 4dnily
brend- N¥either would I feal Justifiod i my ows eyev Sheuld §
fer office Sake allew myvelf o be used sgsicet my neighver in
an unjuet ssuse~ Yot I feel 4t ¢ duty %o Sarink frem no duiy that
the honer or faterest of the Uniom demands- I #hewuld never willingly
Ses northerm trocys Bent Lo coeres the ESeuth- i

How as te what I will do- I shall Sisad by the niem ev lsmg
88 I oan do €0 with honer and the Unien spgwers the puryesss fev
whiok 1{ was ipstituted, When I cem me leuger Serve her with dhe
agproval of my swn sonsoience I Shall Hetu®h my coemmission &2 the
Fresideat- Return homs and bs & Rebel. Bheuld theze de & pssoshle
Separation I go with ny State~ Vhen my Ststs wvanie ny serviess I
Bheil be em hand- As to olroumstansse- we hsve %o s governed By
them- ¥hat these cireumstenses may nsppen t¢ %e 1 sanast Tyresse-
sYente in these troubled times cume upen uy wnavares- I baligve
1 omn safely Bay that I de ad%.,.......(Rest vae nissing)
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